Revisions to Resubmission
Reviewer A:
• The paper is definitely appropriate for ITE, which must serve as a
forum to advocate for deeper preparation/education of teachers at a time
when nationally professional learning is being devalued.

Thank you


• The topic is quite significant as teacher education
continues to face blame and narrow viewpoints from non-educators.

Thank you


• The author's literature review is strong.

Thank you


• The paper presents data that support the problems existing in
fast-track alternative certification.

Thank you


• Organization of the paper: The data and the conclusions are
intermingled. The author needs to identify the sections.

In order to address Reviewer A’s comments – we have moved the first paragraph that was originally under the results section to the conclusions section.

• Methodology: There is extensive triangulation of the data although not
identified as such. In addition, the author should discuss such data
sources further, e.g. instructor field notes, participant response/reaction
journals, etc.

This has been addressed by specifying triangulation of data sources in more detail.

• The author might wish to include that Figure 2 clearly identifies the
goals of the alternative certification participants as focused on the lower
levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy (knowledge and understanding). This further
strengthens the author's conclusion of superficiality of that preparation
method.

We have gone back and added a paragraph that explicitly states that the alternative certification participants were working on a lower level of Blooms which their induction counterparts were thinking on a higher level.
Added citation and reference...

• The author should discuss any limitations of the study, as well as
possible future studies. It would be an interesting follow up paper to
continue to track both sets of candidates, for example. 
fixed, limitations added at the beginning of discussion

• There are a few proofreading errors, e.g. p. 3, second paragraph; p. 4,
first paragraph; p. 6, last paragraph before Method.

I could not find the proofreading error on p.3, second paragraph but fixed the ones on pages 4 and 6.


• Define the acronym PDAS on p.15.

Done: Professional Development and Appraisal System

• The data presented support that extensive, reflective teacher education
has proven value. This paper will add to the "research based" criticism of
superficial, "efficient" training of teachers.

Thank you

• While the paper critiques alternative certification, it also presents a
model that reflects improvement over the typical traditional model, e.g.
expanded field experiences for traditional certification.

Thank you

Reviewer C:


Significance of the article/topic. The topic of alternative or
non-traditional teacher certification programs is relevant and significant.
The authors have made an acceptable case for the importance of the topic. 
The topic would arouse reader interest.

Thank you

Appropriateness for ITE. The topic merits the consideration of ITE.

Thank you

Quality of Writing. The writing style is pleasant and concepts and ideas
are presented in a logical, rational manner. Although diction could be
improved in terms of avoiding vague and general terms and phrases, it does
not pose any barrier to comprehension. The use of the bullet quotations on
pages 11-15 regarding “Struggle for Survival” and the boldface nature of
the topic titles are excessive and tend to render the presentation of
concepts concerning the negative aspects of alternative certification as a
list of testimonials.

We are unsure of how to proceed. The boldface topic titles are our attempt to follow APA guidelines, but if it would help the presentation of concepts to be more balanced, we would gladly change our formatting if you would provide additional feedback.

Conceptually/Theoretically Grounded. Although there are a number of
relevant citations and references to research and researchers, the
theoretical lens through which the issue of alternative teacher
certification and traditional certification is not obvious, e.g., a
constructivist approach to teacher preparation.
Fixed, sentence added to methods section under description of programs.

Scholarship. The article generally conforms to the conventions of the
genre.

Thank you

Quality of Research, Analysis, Opinion, Promising Practice. The conclusion
and the proposed solution to the problem is vague, simplistic, and
Pollyannaish, e.g.,”finding young bright children in low SES in
city neighborhoods.”
As former inner city children who were supported by teachers and/or focused on trying to make a difference to help inner city kids find their way. We eventually became teachers in inner city schools in order to make a difference. Thus, we find this comment a little insulting and an indication that this reviewer is rather jaded.  However, we are happy to revise in accordance with the journal’s vision, but require additional constructive feedback in order to do so.

Specific Comments
Page Para. Comment
3 1 Who is discontented with the current teacher preparation programs?
fixed.business, political, and education communities

3 1 Briefly, what are the concerns raised by Ludwig, Kirshstein, et al.?
fixed.. For example, university administrators perceive their teacher education graduates to be well prepared. However, principals and teachers perceive a need for more focus on engaging families in support of children’s education, maintaining order and discipline, and differentiating instruction.

3 2 What is lacking in this paragraph is a comprehensive definition of what
constitutes alternative certification.
fixed..a shortened avenue toward qualifying to test for a state teaching certification and/or license.

4 1 What is meant by “intense” education sessions what are the roles
and functions of the two supervisors?
fixed with explanations 

6 2 Do the results have a positive or negative impact on student
achievement and, if so, briefly describe.
fixed, negative noted

6 2 It is indicated minority student achievement is “alarming,” which
is a vague, emotionally charged term. Please consider actual data so the
reader could discern the difference between minority student achievement
and others, e.g., white students
fixed...used disproportionately large rather than alarming

7 1 Although the study is qualitative in nature, the n is quite small, 22
(14 in the first group and 8 in the second group), perhaps the findings
could corroborate other similar studies?
added corroboration to the discussion

8 2 How is “consensus” defined for there are varying degrees of
consensus?
fixed...until 100% agreement was reached

9 1 What is meant by “the induction group grew professionally? The
sentences that follow the aforementioned statement do not explain or
describe the manner in which they grew.
fixed...by seeking opportunities for professional development, developing professional relationships and understandings of school policies and procedures, differentiating and motivating student learning experiences.

11-15 Excessive number of statements; testimonial-like
We feel the participant testimonials strengthen the paper. If you would prefer a decrease in the number of participant responses, please let us know.

16 1 Whose “recent rhetoric”?
Rhetoric in the popular press has been added

16 5 Readers may disagree that the comments made by alternative
certification teachers indicate “they were thinking like disinterested
students.” Readers may be unsure as to the manner in which disinterested
students think. It would be better merely to describe the characteristics
of the comments made by the alternative certification teachers.
The comment about disinterested students was deleted

17 1 According to current research, teachers who have attained
certification in traditional programs also place “blame” on the
students for their lack of achievement.
Not sure what to do with this comment---We’re not aware of this research and we’re not sure how the term “traditional” is being defined. Is this reviewer lumping field based teacher education together with the model of a short term of student teaching?

17 2 Poor classroom management and lack of classroom control are major
factors in the non-reemployment of probationary teachers who have been
trained in traditional certification programs.
Once again, we’re not sure how the term “traditional” is being defined. Is this reviewer lumping field based teacher education together with the “traditional” model of a short term of student teaching? Not sure what the reviewer wants here....

18 1 Are the contents of the two large quotes indicative of a general trend
or merely an indication of the perceptions of a few?
Clarified that these quote are typical.

18 4 New teachers in district induction programs, e.g., Beginning Teacher
Support and Assessment programs in California also have experienced stress
due to “difficult teaching loads and not knowing how to cope with student
needs.” That is the stress described is not only experienced by teachers
who have participated in alternative certification programs.
When the reviewer makes these general comments...are they telling us to add this information? Please clarify.

19 1 What is the evidence or the basis for “The lack of pre professional
[sic] preparation of alternative certification teachers results in minimal
change in educational practice and perpetuates an ongoing negative
cycle”?
fixed..As evidenced in this study,the lack of pre professional preparation of alternative certification teachers results in minimal change in educational practice and perpetuates an ongoing negative cycle for which “traditional” teacher education programs are blamed..

20 2-3 What is the research base or the theoretical underpinnings
supporting the proposed short term solutions dealing with creating “true
mentoring partnerships” and “finding bright children” from low SES
inner city neighborhoods as solutions to the issues?
Fixed, sentence added to methods section under description of programs. Also added normative reeducative model of teacher change and concept of social justice to discussion.
